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HU cafeteria 
leans green, 
drops trays 
Aramark looks to reduce waste 
By JORDAN BAILEY 
student reporter 
The Harding University 
cafeteria is striving to conserve 
energy through the removal 
of trays, as several universities 
adopt paperless policies through 
expanded use of the Internet. The 
goal of becoming a paperless 
campus resonates with many 
environmentally conscious stu-
dents, but the Aramark policy 
to create a trayless cafeteria is 
a novel concept. 
According to Aramark, taking 
away trays reduces the amount 
of food waste, conserves natural 
resources and minimizes negative 
environmental impact.As part ofits 
green thread policy-a commit-
ment to protecting and conserving 
the environment-Aramark has 
recently launched a campaign 
to remove trays from eateries it 
operates across the country. 
An official notice about the 
policy states that Aramark is 
located on more than 500 college 
and university campuses nation-
wide, and approximately half of 
these campuses are expected to 
operate without trays by the end 
of this year. Flyers were posted 
in the cafeteria to communicate 
to diners the numerous benefits 
of removing trays. 
Each returned tray carries 
an average of five ounces of 
uneaten food, and the removal of 
trays has been proven to reduce 
food waste by 25 to 30 percent, 
according to the Business and 
Cultural Acceptance Case for 
Trayless Dining. 
Washing each tray consumes 
between one-third and one-half 
of a gallon of heated water, and 
cleaning agents pollute the water 
supply. 
The energy required to power 
the dishwashers, which are used 
less often now, is another example 
of saved resources through the 
Mellow sounds 
"I would like to see 
the cafeteria and 
Harding University 
in general, continue 
to reduce waste." 
Anthony Lytle 
junior 
implementation of this policy. 
Financial savings include 
reduction in energy, elimina-
tion of one laborer, which 
saved money from wages, and 
a lowered cost of food because 
of reduced waste. 
This past spring during Earth 
Week, which was April 18-27, 
Harding University's cafeteria 
participated in a test run of the 
trayless policy. The waste pro-
duced in the cafeteria on a day 
with trays was compared to the 
waste on a day without trays. A 
more than 20 percent reduction 
of waste was recorded on the day 
without access to trays. 
Aramark also conducted a 
survey of300 college and university 
campuses that included about 
92,000 people, and 72 percent 
of people surveyed supported 
the move to a trayless system. 
Harding University students 
were not surveyed. 
George Strachan, the retail 
manager for Aramark at Harding, 
said he has had only one student 
question him about the policy. 
He·said the administration has 
been supportive of this move, 
and "so far, it's been real positive," 
but he said if there is significant 
disapproval of the policy, it will 
be reevaluated. 
Junior Anthony Lytle said 
he noticed the lack of trays and 
read the information posted 
about the policy. 
"I would like to see the caf-
eteria and Harding University, 
in general, continue to reduce 
waste," Lytle said. 
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Kris Perkins, a senior music major, plays the mellophone dur-
ing marching band practice. The Thundering Herd marches 
during halftime at every home football game and plays at 
other events like parades and competitions. 
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New program, new bui lding 
The Center for Health Sciences, pictured four months before 
completion, cost $7.7 million. Harding officials broke ground 
for the building in a ceremony June 9, 2007. 
photo illustration by TAYLOR DURHAM I The Bison 
The recently opened Center for Health Sciences houses the new 
Pharmacy College as well as the Physician's Assistant program. 
A Montague's Deli in the building is open to all students. 
Pharmacy program, building 
welcome first students this fall 
By ROBBY CARRIGER 
student reporter 
The Harding University College of 
Pharmacy is beginning its first full school 
year this semester. The newest academic 
program on campus, it is housed in the 
newest campus building, the S7.7 million 
Center for Health Sciences on the south side 
of campus. The state-of-the-art building is 
home to the Pharmacy College as well as the 
Physician Assistant program and houses a 
deli area open to all Harding students. 
"We want our students and everyone 
else to realize that pharmacy is more than 
just taking the pills from the big bottle and 
moving them to the little bottle," Mercer 
said. "We want to expose them to everything 
possible to prepare them for what they will 
face when they leave." 
Pharmacy students will spend much of 
their time working with patients and facing 
real-world scenarios. Requirements will 
demand students shadow profoss1onals in 
the field, as well as spend more than 1,700 
hours in patient interaction, including 
1,440 during their final year in the four-
year program. 
pharmacy students can meet all of their 
requirements on campus but must go 
elsewhere to take their certification exams. 
By receiving ACPE accreditation, Harding 
would become eligible to administer these 
exams and thus allow students to fulfill 
their requirements without needing to go 
elsewhere. 
Carol Kell, Director of Admissions for 
the college, said the focus of recruiting for 
this program is quality of students, not 
quantity. 
Walking into the new building, one gets 
the sensation of being in a suburban business 
or doctor's office rather than a class building 
on the Harding campus. The facility features 
brand new labs and top-of-the-line research 
facilities with room for about 60 students. In 
these labs, students of the Pharmacy College 
will learn to work with prescription drugs, 
as well as practice patient care. 
Along with tht: hands-on activities come 
the assessment tests the students take as 
soon as they begin the program and then 
again as they finish it. Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs Forrest Smith said students 
will be tested in a variety of areas, ranging 
from ethics to reading level. 
"With lab facilities designed for about 
60 students, our class size cannot get any 
bigger, so we strive for the best 60 students 
possible," Kell said. 
She also said the program has a nine-to-
one application to acceptance ratio. 
"We are just so grateful to the adminis-
tration for the support they have given our 
program and our new building " Kell said. 
Students are encouraged to walk through 
the building and use the deli . Harding 
students may use their DCB to buy any of 
the soups, salads and sandwiches offered in 
the building's cafeteria. 
Assistant Dean for Experiential Education 
Jeff Mercer said the key to the pharmacy 
program will be the hands-on experience 
students get. 
The key to solidifying the Pharmacy 
College at Harding is receiving accredita-
tion from the Accreditation Council for 
Pharmacy Education. Currently, H arding 
From worlds apart 
A Chinese student journeys across the planet; finds faith 
By CARA GUGLIELMON 
copy editor 
Tall and lanky with spiky 
hair and an aura of confidence, 
freshman Xiang Ru "Mark" 
Nie motions to his cell phone 
as it blinks and vibrates on the 
Heritage lobby table. 
"It's a guy from Africa," he 
says as he brings the phone to 
his ear. "I don't know if I can 
understand him." 
A few minutes after the 
phone call ends, two freshmen 
- one Asian, the other a blonde 
American - greet Mark from 
down the hallway, exchanging 
pats on the back, "hey man"s and 
small talk about ice cream and 
girls. They move on, and soon 
another freshman recognizes 
Mark and detours through the 
lobby to say hi. 
"I only talked to him once, 
but I remember him," Nie says 
after the student leaves. "He's very 
interested in Chinese history; I 
was very impressed." 
With the constant flux of 
friends of different ethnicities 
and origins and his genial inter-
action with them, Nie seems the 
epitome of a caring, charismatic 
individual comfortable in his 
culture and surroundings. 
But he wasn't always this 
way. 
Only a few days earlier, Nie 
had sat in a close circle of Chinese 
Christians and told them about 
becoming a Christian. 
It was this change in beliefs 
and the physical journey that 
brought him to it that created the 
people-oriented Nie, the caring 
Nie, the cultural boundary-defying 
Nie. The Nie from three years 
ago lived much more inside of 
- and for - himself. 
Now a freshman at Harding 
from Chang Sha, China, Nie 
began his journey toward love, 
Christianity and caring interac-
tion as a wayward Chinese high 
school student whose parents 
saw sending him to America 
as the only way to change his 
life's direction. 
"After I got into high school, I 
started to make some bad friends, 
. . . and my parents were really 
worried about that," he said. 
"Instead of seeing me fail my life, 
my education, they sent me to 
America, .. . and hoped I could 
get a better education here." 
Despite not participating in 
the daily drinking, smoking or 
fighting of his newfound friends, 
Nie said he lost motivation to 
study and found it difficult to pry 
himself from this crowd. 
Yet, he said he saw the benefit 
of his parent's decision. 
"I thought it would be a new 
start," he said. "I thought there 
would be a chance I could do 
well in [the United States]." 
And so came the trip to 
America. At 15 years, 11 months 
old, Nie flew to Bowling Green, 
Ky., to live with an American host 
family: Charlie and Carol Burt. 
It just happened that Charlie was 
an alumnus of Harding. 
Moving into the Burt house 
wasn't only moving into another 
"I think it would be 
good for somebody to 
tell the Chinese what 
Christianity looks like 
in Chinese." 
Xiang Ru "Mark" Nie 
freshman 
culture; it was also moving into 
another worldview. Charlie and 
Carol Burt were Christians-ad-
herents to a religion and way of 
thinking Nie said is foreign to 
most of China. With a population 
of more than 1.3 billion, about 5 
percent profess to be Christians . 
That leaves 95 percent of the 
country that profess different 
religions, including Buddhism, 
Islam, Taoism and no religion 
- or Atheism. 
Nie said that years ago, the 
Communist Partyw.is much more 
strict regarding religions. 
"You could not even mention 
'God,' - this word," he said. 
"You could get in trouble, ... 
[or] go to jail." 
With the advent of the 
Beijing Olympics, Nie said he 
sees more openness to religion 
in China. Many missionaries, 
he said, passed out Bibles and 
were not stopped by anyone. 
Some places even printed Bibles 
with the Olympic symbol on 
the cover, signifying the union 
between the Beijing Olympics 
and the Bible, Nie said. 
Though conversation 
about God may now be more 
see CHINA page 6a 
Colleges 
respond 
to need 
By JEREMY WATSON 
editor in chief 
When thinking about inter-
collegiate competition, one often 
thinks of sports, from basketball 
and football to ultimate Frisbee 
or lacrosse. Some students even 
compete with knowledge or 
through music, but not often 
does one hear of competing to 
see which school can drain the 
most fluid from their student 
body's bodies. 
Hardings Student Association 
worked with the Red Cross to 
organize a blood drive competi-
tion between Harding University, 
Oklahoma Christian University, 
Abilene Christian University 
and Lipscomb University today 
in light of the recent and on-
going storms on the gulf and 
east coasts. 
The Red Cross normally has 
blood drives at Harding three or 
four times a school year, spacing 
them out so that those who gave 
at the last one will be able to give 
again at the next blood drive, 
according to Becky Stricklin, 
a Donor Recruitment Repre-
sentative with the Red Cross. 
One of the Red Cross' regular 
blood drives was scheduled for 
Sept. 8-10. 
"We were going to be here 
this week anyway - these are 
scheduled about a yt..':lf in adv"dnce 
see BLOOD page 3b 
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Gifts, sex cause scandal 
for government workers 
Employees of the U.S Interior Department have been 
accused of an array of inappropriate actions ranging 
from illicit sex to cocaine use, according to internal 
government report on Wednesday. 
In charge of supervising oil drilling on federal lands, 
19 former and current Minerals Management Service 
employees accepted gifts like ski trips and golf outings 
from oil and gas companies. The workers were involved 
in the "royaltyir1-kind" program that collects about 
$4 billion a year in oil and gas, which is then sold by the 
department 
It was reported that a supervisor engaged in sex and 
drug use with subordinates, while several staff also ad-
mitted to illegal drug use and "illicit sexual encounters." 
Alcohol abuse also took place among the government 
workers and the employees of oil companies. 
Due to their necessary social interaction with oil and 
gas company representatives, many of the accused 
employees believe that the federal government ethics 
standards and department policies did not apply to them 
The four companies identified as providing gifts to 
employees are Chevron, Shell, Gary Williams Energy 
Corporation and Hess Corporation. 
The report is now being used as a political force in 
the debate over expansion of offshore drilling. 
Pipe bombs discovered 
in Searcy 
Two pipe bombs were found Monday afternoon at the 
Searcy Sports Complex soccer fields. 
One bomb failed to 
explode, while only remnants 
of the other were found. 
They were constructed of 
eight~nch long steel pipes 
packed with black powder, 
and sealed with steal caps 
and a fuse. An hour and 15 
minutes after discovery, the 
bombs were disarmed by 
Bill Haynie, the chairman of PIPE BOMB 
White County 911 Commis-
sion. 
After ensuring that the bomb did not have an internal 
triggering mechanism, Haynie was able to unscrew 
the bomb's end cap and pour out the black powder. 
Although the fuse had been lit, the flame went out just as 
it reached the cap of the tube. 
There are currently no leads or suspects in the case. 
Legal drug proves 
to be unsafe 
Four Pennsylvania 10th graders were hospitalized 
Tuesday after taking pink pills, known as Snurf, that were 
purchased over the Internet. 
These pills are the new frenzy among teenagers. 
Although the chemical content of Snurf is not yet known, 
the symptoms experienced from taking the pills lead 
doctors to believe dextromethorphan, the cough sui:r 
pressant used in over-the-counter medications, may be 
at hand. 
The drug may be legal, but some are experiment-
ing with it under the pretense that it is "herbal," which 
provides a false sense of security. This drug works as a 
synthetic morphine analog without opiod-Uke reactions 
and can cause harmful side effects such as memory 
loss, depression and anxiety. 
Although the use of illegal drugs among teenagers 
has actually gone down, abuse of over-the-counter drugs 
is on the rise from 8th grade and on. 
Cuban flamingos 
land in Mississippi 
Flamingos from Cuba made an unlikely migration to 
Mississippi after humcane Gustav blew them from their 
homes. 
Mississippi's beaches 
have lured residents to try 
and catch a glimpse of the 
4 ft. tall birds, describing 
them as pink missiles in 
the sky. Some thought they 
escaped from a zoo, but 
they were later identified 
as wild flamingos from the 
hurricane affected areas. Biologists say that the birds 
are a temporary fixture in the area, and will find their way 
back home. 
This is the first official record of flamingos with 
Mississippi's Bird Records Committee. 
82 - Harding's retention rate of all students by percent-
age. The rate is one of the 
highest in Harding's history. 
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Senior Josh Jaros gets a personal autograph from H1llay Scott, singer for Lady Antebellum, who performed in the Benson 
Auditorium last Thursday. 
"I describe her as being a 
combination of a pit bull 
dog, a young Mike Tyson 
and an alligator" 
"I'm going to try and 
win an eighth Tour de 
France." 
-Lance Armstrong, on 
his choice to come out of retire-
ment in an effort to raise cancer 
awareness. 
"The Yankee hegemony is 
finished." 
- Hugo Chavez, presi-
dent of Venezuela, publicizing 
that training in Venezuela will be 
conducted with two Tu-160 Rus-
sian bombers. 
- Richard Williams, 
father of Serena Williams after 
Serena's win of the U.S. Open 
that ranks her as number one in 
the world for the first time in five 
years. 
"You can put lipstick on a 
pig. It's still a pig." 
- Sen. Barak Obama, 
democratic presidential nominee, 
in response to Sen. John McCain 
and Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin's 
campaign that promises change. 
"The water is bringing us 
the bodies. If they have 
a family, then they get 
"As always, I rely on the 
jury system." 
a coffin. If we just find 
them on the street, we 
just bury them." 
- O.J. Simpson, during 
the pre-trial hearing for a trial in 
which he is accused of kidnap-
ping and robbery of his own 
sports memorabilia. 
"We are dead meat." 
-Jules Jean-Baptiste 
Jeudy, a cemetery director in 
Haiti, reflecting on the devasta-
tion of life caused by the four 
tropical storms which have all hit 
in less than a month. 
Amid the black and gold 
color scheme adorning all things 
on campus - coffee mugs and 
notebooks in the bookstore, 
enthusiastic Rhodes Rhowdies 
clad in black, the Heritage 
Inn's glittering, stately lobby 
and more - another color, in 
a sense, has recently character-
ized Harding: green. 
Recycling bins have filled 
many nooks and crannies on 
campus, encouraging stu-
dents and faculty to improve 
their function as stewards of 
the earth. The cafeteria has 
eliminated its trays. The library 
printers print on both sides of 
paper. Among these and other 
projected actions of Harding's 
Environmental Stewardship 
committee, Harding is clearly 
reducing its fingerprint upon 
the fragile environment and 
thereby, fostering a cleaner 
- David Letterman, host 
of CBS' Late Show, during a rant 
on global warming in which he 
blamed the problem on a lack of 
leadership over the past several 
decades. 
consciousness on campus as 
individuals reduce wasteful 
actions. 
To facilitate Harding's recy-
cling process and "greener" life 
within dorms, here are a few 
things that students can incor-
porate into their routines: 
1) Rinse out plastic contain-
ers before placing them in the 
recycling bin. According to 
earth91 l.org, the sticky residue 
of sugary drinks can attract ants 
and create unnecessary messes 
within the bins. 
2) Senior Martina Eddy, a 
member of the Environmental 
Stewardship Committee, sug-
gests that students turn off 
lights not in use and swiftly 
turn in maintenance requests 
to hasten the process of fixing 
leaks and other time-sensitive 
repairs. 
3) Buy a few cloth bags 
to replace the harmful plastic 
ones distributed at stores. Less 
than 1 percent of plastic bags 
are recycled; when released 
into the environment, they 
can blow or float to pristine 
ecosystems and choke animals 
that mistake them for food. 
When they photo-degrade, 
plastic bags break apart into 
toxic petro-polymers, which 
can enter the food chain and 
pollute waterways. 
4) Unplug cell phone chargers, 
laptops, printers, microwaves, 
stereo equipment, and more 
when not in use. Othenvise, 
these appliances use standby 
power, even when turned off. 
This standby power keeps 
microwave clocks running 
or allows electricity to flow 
through chargers, which wastes 
unnecessary energy. 
5) Choose rechargeable 
• 
batteries that not only last 
longer but also are more read-
ily recycled. Radio Shack and 
Staples in Searcy recycle such 
batteries. 
6) If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions con-
cerning the new green actions 
taking place on campus, send 
your thoughts to gogreen@ 
harding.edu. 
- Samantha Holschbach 
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INFORMATION 
The Bison is a campus newspaper, 
edited and largely financed by stu-
dents, seeking to provide high-qual-
ity journalistic discussion of issues of 
concern to the Harding community. 
It also serves as an educational 
tool for students, providing practical 
experience to enhance skills learned 
in the classroom. 
The Bison recognizes its responsibil-
ity to be accurate and objective in its 
reporting while upholding the Chris-
tian ideals for which Harding exists. 
It attempts to serve as a forum for 
student perspectives, welcoming let-
ters to the editor which adhere to ethi-
cal and professional standards and are 
no more than 300 words in length. 
Signed columns appearing in the 
Bison are the views of the writer and 
may not reflect the official policy of 
the Harding University administra-
tion. Unsigned columns represent 
the view of the editorial board. 
The Bison is published by Harding 
University, Searcy, AR 72149. Sub-
scription rate: $10 per year. 
Periodical postage (USPS 577600) 
paid at Searcy, AR 72143. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to Hard-
ing University Box 111 92, Searcy, AR 
72149-0001. 
LETIER POLICY 
The Bison welcomes your views 
on issues of interest to the Harding 
community. 
Letters must be signed, contain a 
phone number for verification and 
be no more than 300 words. The 
Bison reserves the right to edit letters 
for style, clarity and brevity. 
Letters to the editor may be 
submitted to HU Box 11192. 
THE QUOTE 
"What's the difference between a pit bull and a hockey mom? 
Lipstick." 
- SARAH PALIN, governor of Alaska and Republican vice-presidential nominee at the 
Republican National Convention in Saint Paul, Minn. 
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Justice, Thy Naine is Verse 
L ast December, several dozen teenagers broke into the historic Vermont home of the 
poec Robert Frost and had a party. 
Instead of eating small squares of 
cheese and discussing the finer points 
of "The Road Not Taken" (as one 
might expect), these revelers smoked 
pot and drank beer. They also 
ransacked the house, threw up on the 
rugs and burned antique furniture in 
the fireplace since there was no heat 
in the house (Frost died in 1963 and 
has not paid the gas bill since). All 
in all, $10,000 worth of damage was 
done to the national landmark, and 
more than two dozen of the vandals 
were caught and charged with 
trespassing in the woods on a snowy 
evening. 
Their punishment? Among other 
consequences, a judge sentenced 
chem co enroll in weekend poetry 
classes at Middlebury College, where 
they had to listen to a Frost expert 
lecture chem on taking the wrong 
road in life. Using works written by 
the legendary American poet, the 
professor explained how life is full of 
choices and consequences. The idea 
was chat if these hoodlums could 
realize the contributions that Robert 
Frost made co American culture, 
then they would understand why 
it was not police to set fire to his 
wicker chairs. "Ic's a lesson learned, 
that's for sure," one of the vandals 
said after sitting through the first day 
of class. 
So now it's official. What students 
have long suspected, and what 
teachers have never admitted, has 
finally been codified by law. Poetry is 
MICHAEL CLAXTON 
Guest 
Space 
"The idea was that if these 
hoodlums could realize the 
contributions that Robert Frost 
made to American culture, 
then they would understand 
why it was not polite to set 
fire to his wicker chairs." 
now considered punishment. 
Sophisticated parents have 
long been aware of the punitive 
power of verse. So now vindication 
comes to all those for whom "Spare 
the rhyme, spoil the child" has 
long been a bedrock principle of 
discipline. Now char such parents 
have legal backing, woe be unto 
their offspring: 
FATHER: "Billy, go co your 
room. And remember, "When to 
mischief morrals bend their will I 
How soon they find fit instruments 
of ill." 
BILLY: "I'm sorry, Dad. I won't do 
it again. Please, no more Pope." 
FATHER: "Good nature, and 
good sense muse ever join I To err is 
human; to forgive, divine." 
BILLY: "Can I just get a switch or 
something?" 
Of course, English teachers bear 
most of the responsibility for keeping 
chis form of poetic justice alive. 
Emboldened by judicial precedent, 
I have now begun assigning extra 
poetry for tardiness, lace papers, 
insubordination, etc. Last semester 
I had someone ask for detention 
instead of Tennyson. I said that I'd 
be•glad to assign detention, which 
would be a great place to read 
Tennyson's "The Charge of the Light 
Brigade." The student walked away in 
a huff, mumbling something about 
"adding insult to anapest." 
Now all that remains is for the 
Supreme Court co decide at what 
point poetry crosses the line from 
punishment into torture. I feel that 
the test case may happen soon, 
as a warden at Fort Leavenworth 
Prison recently ordered a copy of the 
complete works of Walt Whitman. 
If I'm called to Washington as an 
expert witness, I'll just quote Gilbert 
and Sullivan: "My object all sublime 
I I shall achieve in time I To let the 
punishment fit the crime." So for 
petty offenses, for example, a dose of 
Rod McKuen should suffice. 
So chose of you who have signed 
up for World Literature chis semester 
need to brace yourselvl!s . You may 
yearn for the days of suspension, 
hickory sticks and that classic of 
softball discipline - "Time Out" 
- when you have to go with Dante 
into the poetic circles of you-know-
where. But that is the price you 
pay for wanting knowledge. Just 
remember - this will hurt me a lot 
more than it will hurt ye. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is an 
assistant professor of English and a 
frequent contributor to the Bison 
and may be contacted at mclaxto l @ 
harding.edu 
A Symbol of Pain 
Personal Loss Gives Student Reason to Encourage 
Anoose was found on Sept. 3 in the office of Abilene Christian University's Student Congress 
president Daniel Paul Watkins, a 
black student. The mainstream media 
have almost completely ignored this 
hatefully racist act, but I believe chat 
chis must be discussed. 
As a white man, I do not feel I 
can completely empathize with the 
emotion that a noose carries for an 
African-American. However, I do 
feel that I can speak co the fact chat 
the noose symbolizes death and chat 
chis symbol should not be taken 
lightly. 
Kevin Berry, my uncle and close 
friend, committed suicide by hanging 
on Sept. 12, 2007 - the first Day of 
Encouragement. He climbed a utility 
pole in the backyard of my parents' 
house in Memphis and hanged 
himself with a homemade noose. I 
could not have been more devastated. 
After spending a week with my 
family in Memphis, I returned to 
class very much still in mourning. I 
CHRIS BERRY 
Guest 
Space 
was at the time enrolled in American 
History Since 1877, in which we 
were discussing the civil rights 
movement. The first day I was back 
in class, we watched a video about 
public lynchings; the video contained 
graphic images of African-Americans 
hanging from nooses. 
Though I have always been 
sensitive to such macabre images, this 
was something more. The noose had 
become to me a tangible symbol of 
death, and the images on the screen 
became real to me. I walked out of 
the class and went to talk co Dr. 
Mark Elrod, a professor and church 
leader, about what I was going 
through. 
Through my personal experience, 
the noose has taken on a powerful 
and very real meaning. When I 
see a noose - even just the rope 
itself, tied in a knot - I see death 
and injustice; I see the tragedy of a 
fallen world; I see the catastrophe of 
man with free will; I see the ever-
increasing need for God's mercy, 
grace and love. 
The noose is becoming America's 
own swastika, and I cannot even 
begin to imagine what chis symbol 
means to African-Americans, to a 
people whose family members were 
hanged by white men for no reason 
at all - except for the shamefully 
superficial reason of skin color. 
On this second annual Day of 
Encouragement, let us encourage 
people like Daniel Paul Watkins. 
Let us also encourage people like my 
uncle Kevin Berry. Lee's encourage 
each o ther in every way. 
CHRIS BERRY is a guest 
contributor for the Bison and may be 
contacted at cberry@harding.edu 
The Bison 
JEREMY WATSON 
Elementary, 
My Dear 
Students 
urged to 
taKe part 
Once again, as per usual, it is the 
beginning of a new semester. Well, 
three weeks in, but close enough. 
And once again, it is time for the 
usual "welcome back to school; chis 
will be a great year" column. Well, 
let us just pretend I said all chat and 
move on to higher and nobler things. 
Things like you, the person reading 
the paper. 
Most likely, you are a student. 
If not, I apologize, but I will be 
addressing these next few words to 
students. If you actually took the 
time to look at che front page instead 
of just jumping back here to see what 
I had to say {a strong temptation, I'm 
sure), you will have seen at the top 
above our logo the words "a Harding 
University student publication." 
That obviously refers co the face 
char everyone on staff and all of our 
writers, with the exception of some 
columnists, are students here. Bue 
chis year, I want it co mean more. I 
want chis to be a publication heavily 
influenced by the students on the 
ocher side - our readers - and 
there are several ways I plan on 
making that happen. 
Our first and foremost tool to 
chis end will be our new Web site, 
www.chebisonnews.com. For years 
now, the Web site has been listed 
on the front page in the top-right 
corner, and it has been about that 
long since it has been updated. Well, 
the address listed has changed. We 
will soon have a fully functional site 
chat will be kept up-to-dace with all 
the stories in each issue, along with 
extra photos, information and reader 
feedback. There are also some other 
features in che planning stages chat 
I will not discuss yet, but it will be 
a huge improvement over our old 
site. I won't say it will be the be-all 
and end-all of what's happening on 
campus (because we all know that's 
Facebook), but I chink, with your 
help, it will be pretty OK. 
In addition to and in conjunction 
with the Web sire, I wane co 
encourage anyone who has anything 
to say to write a letter to the editor. 
Obviously, we've had chose for a very 
long time, but it seems we only get 
a sizeable number of letters when 
an inflammatory topic is brought 
up (my mind hearkens back to 
"abortion-gate" of yesteryear, which 
we will NOT be discussing again). 
This year, we have an open mailbox 
policy. 
If you have anything to say, send 
it in, whether silly or serious, even if 
you think no one else cares. I won't 
promise it will be primed, but with 
the Web site, a lot more will be able 
co be published than before, and I 
promise that I personally will read 
chem all. 
I wane chis paper co be the school's 
paper, nut just the property of the 
students who work on it. If there is 
something you wane to see covered, 
lee us know. We wane to get you the 
information you want and that you 
can't normally get, and we want to 
give you stories chat interest you, 
not just chat we find interesting. If 
you have something you want to 
see in the Bison, in any section, tell 
us to cover it, or better yet, write 
about it yourself. Our writers are not 
all journalism majors, and we love 
having volunteers. 
• 
If you have tips, suggestions, 
criticism, ideas or just plain 
comments, lee us know. Contact 
information can be found on the 
opposite page, and there are many 
ways to gee in touch with us, from 
e- and snail-mail to the telephone or 
just dropping by our office above the 
student center. 
As previously scared, I wane this 
to be a student publication in every 
sense of the word, and the only way 
chat will happen is through student 
participation. 
JEREMY WATSON serves as the 
editor in chief for the 2008-2009 
Bison. He may contacted at jwat-
son@harding.edu • 
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CHINA: Christian conversion shifts student's perspective Hitting the textbooks 
bruises the pocketbook' 
CONTINUED from page 1 
accepted in China, most people 
do not adhere to Christianity 
and "some will think you are 
crazy," Nie said. 
"They think Christianity is 
stupid, because they don't believe 
in God," he said. 
Coming from this view of 
Christianity, Nie said he did 
not at first understand his host 
parent's beliefs. 
"After I came here, when 
people tried to show me there's 
a God and He loves me so 
much, I just thought it was 
very stupid and I didn't believe 
it," he said. 
Nie said much of his unbelief 
came from the foundational 
teaching of Darwinism and 
evolution he had received since 
kindergarten age in the Chinese 
school system. 
"I was an atheist, pretty much, 
before I came here," he said. 
"And that's what most people 
believe in China. 
But with a background in 
boarding middle school of 
feeling like he didn't fit in 
with the "spoiled kids" who 
were different ages than him 
(he skipped a grade), and with 
residual feelings of failure from 
his previous years in high school, 
Nie said he was surprised when 
good things started happening 
to him. 
"As I found out, more and 
more good things happened in 
my life and I didn't do anything 
for [them to happen]," he said. 
"So that made me start think-
ing, 'What is the goal of the 
real life?"' 
With these thoughts, he 
plunged into research about God, 
but from an unusual point books 
written by Christian scientists 
who presented the evidence for 
God's existence. 
"They prove that there 
must be a God," Nie said. 
"They prove that truth [in] a 
scientific way. That evidence is 
really powerful." 
Nie said armed with this 
evidence, he was ready to believe 
in a God and started reading 
the Bible. 
"In the beginning, I accepted 
God, but I didn't acceptJesus,"he 
said. "Because I thought there was 
still a chance He's just pretending 
or He's a magic person. It takes 
a while, and at that time it was 
still pretty confusing." 
Nie did eventually accept 
Jesus as well as God. At a piano 
competition with his high school, 
Nie joined a Bible study with 
some of the guys that night, 
and there decided he wanted 
to get baptized. Upon his return 
home, his host dad, Charlie 
Burt, baptized him at 10:30 on 
a Wednesday night. 
"To my surprise, my host 
mom was so happy, she just 
started crying," Nie said. "And 
she called a lot of people and a 
lot of people came." 
He said the amount of at-
tendees surprised him, because 
he thought "that [10:30) was a 
bad time for Americans." 
Nie's parents had differing 
responses to his new beliefs: 
he says his non-religious dad 
started reading the Bible, while 
his Buddhist-believing mom 
was not "against it and doesn't 
encourage it." 
Then came conflict. 
lfisparents,whosharedvalues 
similar to other Chinese parents, 
wanted him to go to a prestigious 
American college. 
"Chinese parents always 
expect their kids to get the 
first place in the class, [to] go 
to the top school in the na-
tion," Nie said. "I agreed then, 
because I thought I could get 
a really good-paying job so I 
could get whatever I wanted 
- a car, a house." 
But, in the process oflook-
ing for a more challenging high 
school, he paid a visit to Harding 
Academy with Carol Burt and 
set his sights on finishing school 
there. His parents were not very 
happy about that. 
"[They said], 'If Arkansas 
is your choice, you are not our 
son anymore and at the same 
time we will stop all financial 
support,"' Nie said. 
Nie and his host parents 
started to pray about the 
situation, and four days later, 
Nie's parents called him and 
recanted their earlier words. 
They would support him 
whatever his decision, saying 
he was the only son they had 
and was old enough to make 
his own decisions. 
"I was surprised," Nie said. 
"Good things don't happen by 
chance. That's my opinion. When 
you arc gambling, you can't win 
every time unless you cheat." 
Nie said he sees a difference 
between his life before and his life 
after he became a Christian, with 
his focus shifting from material 
things to spiritual things, such 
as helping people. 
"I cried twice in two years," 
he said. "The one time, I was 
too stressed. I called my mom 
and ... cried on the phone. 
And the second time I cried 
about the earthquake in China. 
I feel like what I care about 
more is the people.11iis would 
never happen ifl [were] not a 
Christian. I have started loving 
people more and caring about 
people's feelings." 
With his new beliefs, Nie 
said he views his fellow Chinese 
with a different perspective than 
before. 
"People in China, most of 
them, they need somebody to 
tell them how wrong ... evo-
lution is," he said. "They just 
don't have the chance to learn 
[about] Christianity. I just 
think there's nobody [who's] 
ever asked them, 'Do you 
think [the] Big Bang created 
everything?' But if someone 
would tell them, they would 
start to think about it." 
Nie said he also hopes 
someday his family will share 
his beliefs, but believes his dad 
"needs time." 
With a Christian life being "a 
goal set up" to reach and a hope 
that these beliefs will help him 
"not ... do any wrong things," 
Nie said he plans to finish his 
bachelor's degree (possibly 
in engineering) and pursue a 
master's degree, scope out the 
job market in America and 
someday to return to China. 
One of his goals is to volunteer 
as an English teacher in China 
for poorer children. 
To be honest, I [haven't spent] 
that much time thinking about 
how to stay closer to God, so far," 
he said. "But what I want to do 
is help more people know about 
God. I want to s tart it from the 
Chinese freshman, because they 
haven't heard it. 
"I think it would be good for 
somebody to tell the Chinese 
what Christianity looks like m 
Chinese." 
Where the New Textbook Dollar Goes* ... 
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Rising costs affect academic arena as well 
By CARA GUGLIELMON 
copy editor 
So gas prices are up and 
down - but mostly up. And the 
damage done to your new car by 
two giant raccoons frolicking 
in the middle of highway 67 is 
costing an arm and a leg (and any 
other hyperbolic, non-monetary 
units you can scrounge up). But 
what cart a college student do? 
Money is low; DCB is lower. 
And you still have to buy your 
textbooks. 
Well, while gas prices often 
seem out of any individual's 
control, and while the nation 
isn't about to revoke racoons' 
fundamental American right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of speeding vehicles, textbook 
prices are one financial issue 
college students can do some-
thing about. 
Some options for cheaper 
books start with the tradi-
tional vendor of textbooks: the 
univer~ity bookstore. William 
Bridges, manager of Harding 
University's bookstore, said the 
store's management attempts 
to keep textbook prices low in 
multiple ways. 
"We base our price strictly 
on what [textbook publishing 
companies are] charging [the 
bookstore] for the book," he 
said. "They're still high - we 
know they're high - that we 
admit, but ... we try to keep the 
price as low as possible." 
Bridges said although the 
bookstore makes very little 
profit by selling textbooks to 
students for approximately 
the cost the bookstore paid, 
the store wants to sell items 
"necessary to education" for 
minimal cost. 
"I know that there's a lot 
of misconceptions out there 
that the bookstore's making a 
killing on textbooks," he said. 
"It is actually our lowest profit 
margin that we have." 
While some students may feel 
it is hard to see any textbook price 
change, Bridges said textbook 
companies have recently tried 
to lower book prices by making 
more paperback books and using 
lower quality paper. 
The bookstore also hires a 
vendor to find and buy used 
books for the store and stocks 
the bookstore with texts from 
used book warehouses. About 
50 cases of the bookstore's 
used book supply came from 
these warehouses this semester, 
Bridges said. 
"Especially in the fall 
semester, we try to supply as 
many used books as we think 
the demand will be for them," 
Bridges said. 
Other ways students can save 
on textbooks from the bookstore 
are by pre-ordering books at 
the end of a semester to secure 
first dibs on the highest-quality 
used books and by buying e-
books - online textbooks that 
Harding began selling this fall. 
While Bridges said drawbacks 
of e-books include a limited 
selection, the possibility of not 
being able to print the entire 
book at once and the inability 
to sell back the text, the online 
books are cheaper than new or 
used books in the bookstore 
and have the benefit of being 
carried around on a laptop. 
So how does the bookstore 
set the buy-back and sell-back 
prices for used textbooks? The 
store bases nearly all their prices 
on the fairly nationwide standard 
of paying 50 percent of the new 
book's value to a student for 
buy back and selling the text 
at 75 percent of the new book's 
price, Bridges said. 
While Bridges said the book-
store "want[s] to give enough 
to a student where they feel 
like it's worthwhile to sell [the 
book] back," the store charges 
more money for sell-back prices 
to cover the additional costs 
of restocking and paying the 
personnel who do it. 
Some students have fou11d 
cheaper alternatives to buying 
textbooks at the university 
bookstore. One senior business 
management major bought 
textbooks from a friend and 
through www.bigwords.com, 
a search engine that reviews 
online textbook companies to 
\ help buyers find the lowest-
priced books. 
"I didn't buy them [online] 
unless I was getting like 50 
percent less of the cost," the 
senior said. "Altogether I've 
never spent more than S2@0 [in 
one semester] on books." 
One human resources book 
cost $114 used at the bookstore, 
and she found it for S55 online; 
she saved S80 on another book 
by buying a softback interna-
tional version online instead 
of the hardback version from 
Harding's bookstore. Interna-
tional versions normally cost 
about 50 percent less than a 
United States version, she said, 
and she found the cover to be 
the only difference between 
the two. 
Senior David Bentley said 
both new and used textbooks 
he found on Amazon were 
cheaper than at the bookstore, 
even with shipping charge~ 
added to the cost. 
"I wish I'd started when I 
was a freshman, but I didn't 
know there were alternatives," 
he said. 
Buying books online doesn't 
necessarily leave Harding's 
bookstore out of the pictur~. 
As Bentley said he recently 
discovered, the bookstore will 
buy from students many of the 
textbooks bought online. 
But no matter how a stu-
dent buys textbooks, they will 
often be expensive even at their 
cheapest price. As Bridges said, 
"textbooks are just a little bit 
different animal" when compared 
to other books. 
Chinese students bring unique 
Mid-Autumn Festival to campus 
By ASHTON REELY 
student reporter 
With the establishment of the 
Sino-American Studies Institute 
a few years ago, the Chinese 
student enrollment at Harding 
has increased from single digits 
to a record 106 this fall. 
While the students have come 
to Harding to further their edu-
cation and introduce themselves 
to American culture, they have 
also allowed Harding students to 
catch a glimpse of the Chinese 
way oflife, providing them with 
opportunities to attend traditional 
festivals hosted on campus by 
the Chinese students. 
ily reunions and a celebration 
of romance. 
In China and other Asian 
countries, this celebration is held 
on the 15th day of the eighth 
month of their lunar calendar. 
The Chinese believe it is on this 
day that the moon is the round-
est and brightest, representing 
a time of abundance and com-
pleteness. Many children and 
families walk the streets with 
multi-colored lanterns, gazing 
at the moon. 
Senior Ning Cui said she 
remembers doing this as a child, 
but because the lanterns resulted 
in the outbreak of fires, the 
government no longer allows the 
use of them on that day. 
The celebration itself stems 
from a number of different 
legends. Though there are many 
variations, all of the stories involve 
a woman named Chang Er. 
tyrannical rule. After drinking 
it, she floated to the moon. Hou 
Yi loved his wife so much that 
he refused to shoot down the 
moon, leaving her there for 
eternity. Some accounts differ 
in the focus. As with American 
folklore, each family tends to 
pass down their own version 
of the story. 
Mark Wang, Assistant Di-
rector of Chinese Student Life 
said the festival is one of the 
most important holidays in the 
Chinese culture. It is broadcast 
on television and allows families 
to come together. It is also cus-
tomary for a young man to take 
a girl out on a date because the 
moon is representative of love, 
Wang said. 
American Heart ~ 
Association V 
Students are invited to attend 
the Chinese Harvest Moon 
Festival, also known as the Mid-
Autumn Festival, this Saturday 
at 5 p.m. on the front lawn. For 
a S5 admission fee, students get 
to enjoy an authentic Chinese 
meal and celebration. 
They will also be given the 
opportunity to try moon cake, 
a Chinese pastry directly tied 
to this event. 
One account involves a strong 
archer named Hou Yi, who was 
hired to save the earth from the 
10 suns that circled around it. 
Hou Yi stole the elixir of life 
from a goddess, but his wife, 
Chang Er, drank it in order to 
save the people from Hou Yi's 
Chinese Student Life Admin-
istrator Milo Hadwin said the 
evening would be full of traditional 
dancing, dress, singing and even 
a kung fu demonstration. 
"It will be a really entertainirig 
evening, not like anything [else J 
you'll see at Harding," Hadwin 
said. "I encourage everyone to 
come and experience a different 
culture and become friends with 
these students." 
Learn and Live@ Comparable to the Western 
Thanksgiving, the Harvest 
Moon Festival is a day of fam-
.. 
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water. Actually, I take that Brandon Higginses, I mean statement in that respect. the Yankees, I wonder how The Cubs on the other He may be contacted at 
back. I can do plenty of things that as a true compliment to Major League Baseball was they feel as their fans hop off hand? Well, they're still the bhiggins@harding.edu 
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Sevohn Greer 
• Recorded 10 tackles, 3 
sacks and 3.5 tackles for 
loss last week against 
UWA 
·Was named Gulf South 
Conference Defensive 
Player of the Week for his 
performance against UWA 
• Leads the Bisons with 18 
tackles in two games 
Lady Bisons looking 
to present, not past , 
By CHRIS O'DELL 
student reporter 
After a disappointing loss 
in the Gulf South Conference 
tournament last season, the Lady 
Bison volleyball team is focused 
on the task at hand. Head vol-
leyball coach Keith Giboney 
said he knows a match got away 
from the Lady Bisons last year, 
but is preparing his team for 
the present. 
"I think the older girls know 
we lost one [West Georgia] we 
shouldn't have, and they'll want 
to make that right," Giboney 
said. "It's such a long way off 
though. We just want to play well 
early and get to the conference 
tournament." 
The Lady Bisons enter the 
season having won the last six 
GSC West titles. The team is 
also picked to win the GSC 
West again this season, accord-
ing to the 2008 Gulf South 
Conference Volleyball Preseason 
Coaches' Poll. 
Senior middle blocker, Shellie 
Rummer, senior setter Leah Tepe 
and junior outside hitter Manu-
ela Nesheva were all selected to 
the preseason All-GSC team. 
Nesheva finished last season 
as a First-Team All-American 
after leading the nation in kills 
per game. 
Tepe, who enters this season 
as Harding's career assists leader, 
said she and her teammates 
aren't dwelling on last season's 
tournament loss. 
"Our team is looking at the 
future and moving on from last 
year's loss, "Tepe said. "We have 
confidence in our ability to play, 
and we know if we come together 
as a teall) then we should be able 
to compete with any team in our 
conference." 
The Lady Bisons began the 
2008 season Aug. 29 in An-
chorage, Alaska at the Extended 
Stay Deluxe Invitational. The 
team won their last two matches 
against Ohio Valley to begin the 
season 2-2. However, the trip 
was also a time for the team to 
get to know each other. 
"Alaska was a wonderful 
experience, "Tepe said. "1hrough 
our trip our team really came 
together and bonded as a 
group." 
During their stay in Alaska, 
the Lady Bisons were able to 
go white-water rafting, and 
Giboney said it was valuable 
for his team. 
"It was a great experience," 
Giboney said. "It was a good 
Keeper of the goal 
team bonding activity." 
After starting the season 2-2 
in Alaska, the Lady Bisons have 
improved their record to 6-3 on 
the year. 
Rummer knows that a close 
team is characteristic of a good 
team. 
"We are all extremely close, 
which helps us on and off the 
court," Rummer said. "We are 
all strong players, so anyone can 
go in and help the team." 
The team will need to be 
at their best when they begin 
conference play Sept. 23. The 
Lady Bisons will begin GSC 
play against Southern Arkan-
sas in Searcy. Tepe and her 
teammates will be attempting 
to win their seventh straight 
GSC west title, and will also 
look to have a deep playoff run. 
The home opener for the Lady 
Bisons will be tonight at 6 p.m. 
against Nova Southeastern in 
the Rhodes Field House. 
"The Harding program has 
been one of the best in the 
conference over the years, "Tepe 
said. "We plan on keeping that 
tradition alive." 
The home opener for the Lady 
Bisons will be tonight at 6 p.m. 
against Nova Southeastern in 
the Rhodes Field House. 
CRAIG RAINBOLT I The Bison 
Junior goalie Chelsea Hornbeck secures a shot during an Aug. 31 game against Missouri Southern. 
Hornbeck had five saves in the Lady Bisons' 5-4 overtime loss. 
STUDENTS AND FACULTY! 
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$3 OFF Varsity Haircut! 
SEARCY 
E. Race Street 
(501) 278-5033 
Across from Wal-Mart Super Center 
Sport©lo~>M 
(HAIR C UTS) 
KNIGHTON: Senior has made his mark at Harding 
CONTINUED from 1 b 
and awards he wanted to 
achieve. Knighton said not 
all his plans occurred as soon 
as he had expected, but even 
with nine games remaining in 
his career, he's already reached 
many of his personal targets. 
"I set my expectations and 
goals pretty high for myself, as 
far as football goes," Knighton 
said. 
A bottleneck at the 
quarterback position delayed 
the start of Knighton's on-
field career at Harding. In 
2003, Freddie Langston was 
wrapping up his career, and 
Adam Lybrand was already 
prepared to take his place 
on the field. Knighton was 
redshirted in his freshman 
year and saved a semester 
of eligibility by not playing 
again in 2004. 
"I was real anxious to get 
out there and show everyone 
what I could do," said Knigh-
ton, a native of Seminole, 
Okla. "I'm glad it worked out 
like it did because I wouldn't 
be playing right now. I guess 
it was a blessing in disguise." 
The waiting game on the 
sidelines did not last forever, 
though. 
Knighton was immediately 
sent into action mid-game a 
season later when Lybrand 
was injured on a running 
play against Arkansas-Mon-
ticello in October. Knighton 
marched the team down the 
field and scored on the drive, 
and by the time the game was 
over, the Bisons had won 32-
14 and he had locked up the 
starting role. 
"David came in and just lit 
the whole place up," Huckeba 
said. "We decided that night 
that we would go with David." 
Since that game in Octo-
ber 2005, Knighton has rarely 
been out of the lineup. He 
started the remaining three 
games of that season and has 
been a starter ever since. 
Quarterbacks often get 
most of the glory - and 
most of the blame - because 
the nature of the position, 
but Knighton has not been 
alone in his success. Knighton 
claimed school records and 
high yardage numbers with 
the help of a strong offensive 
side. 
The offense, from the 
receivers to the offensive 
line anchored by Ross Conn, 
posted high numbers almost 
every week, including a 62-55 
Homecoming game victory 
over Arkansas Tech. Knigh-
ton passed for 529 yards and 
seven touchdowns in the 
game, breaking four game 
records in the process. 
While few quarterbacks 
at any level pass for 3,000 
yards in a season, Knighton's 
performance did not surprise 
Huckeba. In spring 2007, 
the coaching staff decided to 
employ the Air Raid offense, 
a system used by high-scor-
ing, pass-oriented programs 
including Texas Tech and 
Valdosta State. 
"We thought it would be 
a great offense for him, and 
the numbers have spoken for 
themselves," Huckeba said. 
Last year's record-break-
ing season has brought more 
national attention to Knigh-
ton and the Bisons, who have 
started the season 1-1. He 
said there is more pressure 
to reach or even exceed last 
year, and the pressure requires 
more mental preparation on 
his part for the games ahead. 
"We haven't even cracked 
the surface of what we can 
be," Knighton said. "We can 
be the best offense in the na-
tion, I believe, especially with 
so many talented players that 
we have back." 
CRAIG RAINBOLT I The Bison 
Junior outside hitter Manuela Nesheva connects on a serve during an Oct. 25, 2007 match against 
Arkansas-Monticello. Nesheva garnered First-Team Al~America honors last season. 
Cross country team 
boasts wealth of talent 
By CHRIS O'DELL 
student reporter 
Expectations for the Hard-
ing cross country program are 
higher than usual, as the team 
looks to have a successful season 
this year. The Bisons open the 
season ranked first in the South 
Region and the fourth in the 
nation. 
Although the Bisons finished 
fourth in the region last season, 
the team returns All-America 
honorees Artur Kern and Julius 
Kosgei to one of the deepest 
teams in recent memory. 
Head track and cross country 
coach, Steve Guymon, said the 
depth was something the team 
lacked last season. 
"Last year we didn't have a lot 
of depth, and we had to depend 
on people at a very young age," 
Guymon said. "This year we 
have a lot of depth and we're 
very strong. The key is to stay 
healthy." 
The team's depth begins with 
Kern and Kosgei, who both sat 
out the 2007 season after be-
ing redshirted in order to gain 
another semester of eligibility. 
Also returning for the Bisons 
are 2007 All-American James 
Cheruiyot and 2007 All-South 
Reg ion h onoree W ojciech 
Kopec. 
However, one of the most 
significant additions to the 2008 
team could be Daniel Kirwa, the 
reigning outdoor 10,000-meter 
national champion. 
Matt Voss, Kirwa's teammate 
last year, said Kirwa should be 
an important addition to this 
student publications 
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year's team. 
"Daniel will be a huge dif-
ference this year," Voss said. 
uHe only ran the track season 
last year because he joined in 
the sprin§. I l e should help us 
out a lot. 
Though the cross country 
squad hasn't competed yet this 
year, they have the ability to have 
a very successful season 
"I don't know where we're 
going to finish," Guymon said. 
"People get sick and people 
get hurt. But on paper we're 
very good. I'm excited about 
this year." 
The Bisons and Lady Bisons 
open the 2008 season Sept. 13 
at the Brooks Memphis Twi-
light Cross Country Classic 
hosted by Christian Brothers 
University. 
Welcome Back! 
Come See Us! 
• 
The Bison 
NOAH DARNELL I The Bison 
A boy takes a photo of honorees at Harding's first White Coat 
Ceremony in the Heritage Lobby on Aug. 22. The ceremony 
honored the initial class of students in the pharmacy 
program. 
Wireless dorms 
not on radar 
By SHANNON CORNETI 
Staff Writer 
The Internet is a vast world, 
with millions of people logged 
on and communicating with 
one another. When part of this 
community, one can do virt'1ally 
anything, see anything, find 
anything and talk to anyone in 
the world, all from the comfort 
of one's own dorm. 
Some students, however, 
don't like the means of internet 
connection: a slim 15-footwire 
that tethers students and their 
computers to the wall. 
M any colleges have wireless 
connections, through which 
students can connect to the 
Internet without a cord and can 
move their computers anywhere 
in the dorm they would like. Some 
Harding students said they feel 
their campus dorms ~hould also 
be updated. 
"The main complaint we get 
from students about not having 
wireless Internet in the dorms is 
that they just simply can't lay on 
their beds and be online at the 
same time," said Keith Cronk, 
vice-president of Information 
Systems and Technology. "There 
is really no pressing need to put 
wireless Internet in the dorms 
because we already have a wired 
connection, and they are well 
serviced already." 
L ora Fleener, manager of 
Student Support and Commu-
nications, said the cost of adding 
wireless Internet to dorms is a 
limiting factor. 
"We have a wired connection 
in the dorm for every student, and 
the main reason that we can't at 
this time switch to a wireless con-
nection is money," Fleener said. 
"We have to be good stewards of 
the money we receive by deciding 
where the most need is for that 
money, and at this time it is not 
to get wireless Internet." 
Wireless internet is set up 
all over campus, including in 
the library and the Heritage 
Center. Students sitting on the 
front lawn can even pick up a 
wireless signal from somewhere 
on campus. Students also have 
the option of setting up their 
own wireless technology. 
"People are free to bring their 
own wireless card and receivers 
to set up in the dorm," Fleener 
said. "DormNet will even help 
set it up m the dorm, to make 
sure it is set up correctly so that 
1t doesn't interfere with anyone 
else's internet connection." 
With so many options for 
connecting to wireless Internet 
on campus, the administration 
said they still feel that a wireless 
connection is unncx:cssary and not 
a good investment for student-
supplied funds. 
"We would have to have 
tons of access points, there is a 
huge potential for interference, 
and the Internet is slower," said 
Cronk. "We have to remember 
that we are here primanly for 
educational reasons, and there is 
no plan to have wireless Internet 
set up in the dorms anytime in 
the near future." 
~~?e~ 
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Zaxby's comes to town 
Chicken chain focuses on service, atmosphere to distinguish itself from competition 
By ERIC HOLLINGSWORTH 
Assistant Copy Ed itor 
When Harding students 
returned to school this fall, 
they found a brand new eating 
establishment right across from 
campus. Zaxby's, a Georgia-based 
chicken chain, is now located next 
to Docs Grill on Beebe-Capps 
Expressway. 
So what can students expect 
when they venture into Zaxby's? 
According to District Manager 
Paul Allen, customers can expect 
a quick-casual atmosphere 
aimed at branching off from 
the typical fast-food restaurant. 
Serving mainly sandwiches and 
salads, Allen said Zaxby's docs 
not view Popeye's (located just 
down the street) or Kentucky 
Fried Chicken as competition. 
Chik-Ftl-A is a better match for 
the type of food Zaxby's serves, 
Allen said. 
Focusing on speed and cus-
tomer service, Zaxby's always 
prepares food after customers 
order it, using fresh produce 
and chicken delivered fresh, 
not frozen. 
TAYLOR DURHAM I The Bison 
Zaxby's stands opposite the Harding campus on the Beebe-Capps Expressway, waiting for chicken-hungry 
patrons. 
Some of Za.xby's signature 
items are the Zaxby's Club 
served on Texas toast, the 
chicken finger plate with .five 
chicken fingerz served with 
Zax Sauce and The Blue salad 
with blackened chicken and 
bleu cheese crumbles. 
The restaurant, built in about 
three months, celebrated its grand 
opening Aug. 11. 
According to Allen, the first 
week of business is always the 
highest grossing week during 
the entire life of a Zaxby':; 
restaurant. However, Harding's 
.first week of classes began the 
25th making students' returns to 
Searcy in preparation for school 
coincide with Zaxby's second 
week of business. This made 
their second week's numbers as 
large as the .first's, which Allen 
said is unheard 0£ 
Zaxby's chose to build a 
new restaurant in Searcy based 
on several factors. Allen said 
that Zaxby's has had the most 
success in small towns and es-
pecially in college towns where 
the restaurant can intera1 t with 
the college community. The area 
on Beebe-Capps is ideal, Allen 
said. It avoids the crowded Race 
Street area and still shares with 
I larding the growing sense of 
community prevalent in the 
developing Beebe-Capps area. 
Zaxby's is a familiar establish-
ment for many students, several 
of whom were quite excited to 
see the new restaurant being 
built. 
"When I first got here and saw 
[the new Zaxby's] I was happy," 
sophomore Robert Cook said. 
"I'm from Huntsville, Alabama. 
There are at least four different 
[Zaxby's] in that area. [The thing 
I like most is] the Zaxby's sauce. 
You can d ip anything in it and 
it will taste good." 
Even one student from the 
North who was not as familiar 
with Zaxby's said he enjoys it. 
"The taste [of the food] is 
really good," said freshman J.R. 
Nice ~aid. "It's like an explosion 
of flavor in your mouth." 
When customers finish order-
ing from the drive-through, they 
receive the friendly reminder, 
"We look forward to seeing you 
at the window." 
Zaxby's mission statement is 
to, "Consistently create encore 
experiences that enrich lives one 
person at a time." 
If the employees hold to 
this mission, students should 
expect to enjoy every visit that 
they make. 
Library connects through Web 
By MICHAEL BROOKER 
Staff Writer 
On Sept. 8, the Brackett 
Library unve iled i ts newest 
change: its Web site. The 2001 
version has been reorgani7.cd 
and is now more in-line with 
Harding's own site. 
"We hope we've reorganized 
information in a way faculty and 
students can find it more easily," 
Brenda Breezed, Systems librar-
ian, said. "1he library has added 
many new services since 2001, 
plus the number of students ac-
cessing library services remotely is 
continuing to increase from 
year to year. 
"Helping patrons locate and 
use library resources, whether 
those resources are within our 
building or on the I nternet, 1s 
one of our primary goals." 
"Lunch 'n' Learn" F acuity Schedule 
Monday, September 15 
Thursday, September 18 
Monday, September 22 
Behavioral Science Resource 
General Research 
Humambes and Literature 
Thursday, September 25 National Library of Medicine and PubMed 
It has taken a few months to 
plan what the Web site will look 
like and how it will function. 
Working with the Information 
Systems &Technology Depart 
ment, the library has been able to 
update the Web page and get the 
necessary features to work 
"We've been striving to im-
prove our services and to meet 
the needs of today's library users," 
Breezeel said. "The new Web site 
is just one of those ways." 
The library staff has already 
anticipated questions patrons 
may have regarding the Web 
site. Breezed said to call the 
information desk or use the site's 
"Ask a Librarian" feature for 
help. The library is also hosting 
"Lunch 'n' Learns" this semester 
to acquaint the faculty with new 
academic resources. 
"It's a way to increase com-
munications with the teaching 
faculty," E-Learning and In-
struction Librarian Lisa Burley 
said. "We are trying to provide 
a time and place where we can 
communicate with them [about] 
New girls clubs in works 
By JOEL BLAKE 
Staff Writer 
Every Friday, the Harding 
campus sees the true colors 
of its students (well the social 
club colors, that is). Chapel 
d ismisses and students, many 
of whom sport club-colored 
jerseys as they wait, flood the 
student center, in line for coffee 
or chicken biscuits. 
While the colors of the 13 
women's clubs and 15 men's clubs 
at Harding arc familiar to most 
students, the unfamiliar colors 
of two new women's clubs are 
on the horizon. 
The clubs will create an equal 
number of men's and women's 
clubs on campus. 
David Collins, Vice President 
for Student Life, said there was a 
significant increase in both men's 
and women's club participation 
last year and that I larding's goal 
is to extend that progress. 
"We believe in the social club 
program, and we want to give 
the girls at this school more of 
an opportunity to participate," 
Collins said. 
Over the past few years, two 
women's clubs have dissolved: 
Tri Kappa in 2003 and Kappa 
Gamma Epsilon in 2008 'D1is 
has created a shortage of op-
portunities for girls who want 
to participate in clubs. 
Collins said these new clubs 
are now in the developing stages. 
He and Director of Campus Life 
Corey McEntyre are conducting 
interviews with those willing 
to take on the task of forming 
these new clubs. 
Those chosen to head the 
new clubs have a large task at 
hand as they must work with 
experienced sponsors willing 
to assist in tasks such as findi ng 
new members, constructing a 
constitution and choosing a 
name and colors. Collins said 
the Office of Student Life's goal 
is for these clubs to be mid- to 
large-sized so as to maximize 
the number of girls who would 
be able to join. 
According to the Harding 
University Social Club Handbook, 
a new club will only be approved 
in a spring semester, and to take 
on an induction class the fol-
lowing fall a new club must be 
chartered by Feb. l.1his means 
that if all goes as planned, these 
two new women's clubs should 
be functioning in the spring of 
2009 and will take a new induc-
tion class in one year. 
"We are trying to create clubs 
that are [valuable] to the social 
club process," McEntyre said. 
He also said girls are currently 
being sought to be part of these 
clubs and those interested can 
contact him. 
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changes in research materials in 
their field." 
These "brown bag" lunches 
will familiarize faculty with the 
Web site and with how to access 
these resources. The faculty can 
then pass that information on 
to their students. 
"We will have 'Lunch 'n'Leams' 
for students at the end of the 
semester," Burley said. "Some 
students learn [to research] at 
the beginning of a semester but 
need an update for their papers 
at the end." 
The library staff plans to host 
the sessions in late October and 
early November. Each "Lunch 
'n' Learn" will be hosted in the 
new lab next to Java City. 
"We are really trying to be a 
user-focus library and pay atten-
tion to students," Burley said. "We 
welcome their feedback." 
BLOOD: Donate 
CONTINUED from page 1 
" - and then because the Day of 
Encouragement was going to be 
Friday we said we could come 
back," Stricklin said. "The room 
[we normally use J was taken, but 
we [brought] back one of our 
buses, a self-contained unit." 
Stricklin said normally on the 
first day of a drive at Harding, 
the goal is to collect about 50 
units of blood, which the students 
normally exceed. By the end of 
a drive, the Red Cross is usually 
collecting more than the initial 
goal. By Wednesday, 238 usable 
units were collected. 
SA president Michael Crouch 
said he urges everyone to par-
ticipate in this blood drive, both 
to beat the other schools and, 
more importantly, help people 
who need it. 
"Some of the other schools 
are really getting into it, but I 
think Harding can win if the 
students get really excited about 
it," Crouch said. "I've spoken 
with people at the Red C ross, 
and they've told me that right 
now, the most important thing 
they can get is blood. Even more 
than money or volunteers, they 
need blood." 
To donate, a person must be 
healthy, weigh at least 110 pounds 
and cannot have given blood in 
the last eight weeks, according 
to the Red Cross'Web site. The 
health history of a person wishing 
to donate will be discussed before 
they donate, and a brief cursory 
examination will be given. Giving 
blood usually takes about seven to 
10 minutes. Today's blood drive 
will last from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on the Benson stage. 
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Gracin et al. loudly 
light up Benson stage 
Country flavor characterizes all musicians 
By MICHAEL BROOKER 
student writer 
About 10 minutes into 
Josh Gracin's act, I realized 
he had something I really 
wanted. It wasn't the drum-
sticks he was throwing into 
the crowd. I didn't want a 
high-five, either. What I was 
really wanting were some 
earplugs like he had. I didn't 
just want them: I needed 
them. I know concerts are 
supposed to be loud-I 
enjoy loudness-but this 
went beyond noise pollution. 
Seriously, it was more enjoy-
able to listen to the concert 
outside the Benson where 
the sound waves couldn't be 
confused with a new type of 
weapon. Three little words, 
Josh Gracin: "Turn it down." 
Of course, being outside 
negates the whole reason 
for attending the concert: to 
actually sec Gracin. 
Gracin proved to actu-
ally be worth the entrance 
fee, but those jumping to see 
him had to wait a while. In 
typical concert fashion, there 
were several openers. 
Fisher Stephenson, the 
opener to the opening act, 
was typical. There are some 
falcntcd people in the group, 
but they don't quite have it 
together yet. As the lyri-
cal content didn't pique my 
interest, I counted how many 
times he raised his right hand 
(he averaged six distinct hand 
raises per song). The bass gui-
tarist did have a few "Spinal 
Tap" -inspired solos where he 
pranced around the stage, but 
the banjo solos were much 
more impressive. 
The opening act, Lady 
Antebellum, was fairly enjoy-
able. I'll admit that I enjoyed 
their performance more than 
Gracin's. I'm pretty sure 
several shared my taste, as 
several left once Gracin took 
the stage. 
Cushioned by Tom Petty 
and U2 songs, Lady Antebel-
lum's content flowed rather 
well. What I particularly 
appreciated was how vocal-
ists Hillary Scott and Charles 
Kelley's voices blended; Scott 
certainly took the lead in 
most cases, but a few songs 
had a nice duet feel that nei-
ther of the other bands could 
achieve. Also, Lady Antebel-
lum's sound equipment was at 
proper listening levels. 
After the openers, Josh 
Gracin finally took the stage. 
Far from the "American 
Idol" stage where he made 
his name, he certainly had 
personality. I'm not sure 
what he kept throwing into 
the crowd, but he had fun 
tempting people with it. He 
didn't seem to care when an 
audience member reached up 
and pulled a drumstick out of 
his back pocket. I guess that's 
what happens when you 
tempt people too much. 
His actual musical content 
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was fairly soHd (though I 
prefer Lady Antebellum's 
sound). Gracin's "We Weren't 
Crazy" and "Favorite State 
of Mind" were clever and fun 
renditions of Bart Millard's; 
"I Can Only Imagine" and 
"Bottle & a Bible" were prob-
ably his more inspired works. 
It also proved he knew his 
audience. Most of his songs 
were ridiculously fast with 
words coming, as Gracin 
said, at "a mile a minute." 
He got through the show 
without being tongue- tied, 
and the night climaxed in 
an encore performance with 
his entrance from the back 
of the house while a band 
member rocked out on an 
electric violin. 
As a whole, I think this 
concert represents the kind 
of thing most Harding stu-
dents want. Gracin is a fairly 
big name, so it's neat to have 
him come here. I'm not sure 
what Josh Gracin and Lady 
Antebellum had to offer 
babies and grandmothers, 
but those audience members 
were there anyway. Though 
all acts were billed as coun-
try artists, I would describe 
what I heard at the concert 
more as "rock-country" (trust 
me, it will be the next big 
thing). However, their studio 
recordings have more of a 
"country" sound. Though I 
worried my ears were bleed-
ing, I was able to enjoy the 
concert and the artists. 
Across 
1 Boils 
6 Betsy or Diana 
10 Chose 
14 Actress Darnell 
15 In the know 
16 Intense anger 
17 Garret 
18 Sleeping sickness 
carrier 
20 Picture 
21 Comic actress 
Madeline 
22 Comforts 
23 Evil spell 
24 Vote 
25 Jacob's offspring 
26 Gypsy 
29 Dutch commune 
32 Printing types 
34 Age 
35 Terminated 
36 Plains Indian 
39 Engraving 
41 Ivy 
42 Craft 
44 Dagger parts 
45 Time zone 
46 Pantry 
49 Piece out 
50 Swear 
51 Fed. agency 
(Abbr.) 
54 Puppeteer Lewis 
57 Kitchen 
appliance 
58 Piece of cake 
59 Sailboat 
61 Broadcast 
medium 
62 Porters 
63 Letters 
64 Summit 
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A fiddle player for Josh Gracin's performance rocks out to the beat in the Benson Auditorium on 
Thursday night. Tbe musicians preceding Gracin, who previously performed on uAmerican Idol," were 
Fisher Stephenson and Lady Antebellum. 
The Bison Crossword 
65 Not any 
66 Close friend 
67 Assistants 
Down 
1 Cutback 
2 O ffering 
3 A lcohol 
4 Blue-pencil 
5 Pouch 
6 Turn 
7 Off the boat 
8 Brit. machine 
gun 
9 Rwnmy 
10 Tire part 
11 Klutzes 
Copyright ©2008 PuzzleJunction.com 
12 Leer 
13 Auto starters 
19 Bench 
21 Range of vision 
24 Passport 
endorsement 
25 Mosquito 
27 Record 
28 Action word 
29 Having bad 
thoughts 
30 Blemish 
31 Energy units 
32 Cover a road 
33 Fleur-de-lis 
35 Buckeye State 
37 D etest 
38 G old (Sp.) 
40 Dog breed 
43 Anguish 
46 Remove 
cream 
47 Equally 
48 Director 
Howard 
49 Delete 
52 Elevate 
53 Speckles 
54 Glance over 
55 Nimbus 
56 Solar disk 
57 Viva voce 
58 Hindu frock 
60 M ed. org. 
61 Music co. 
inits. 
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Patten lives dream, finds fulfillment as dorm mom 
By MICHAEL BROOKER 
student reporter 
F elicia Patten loves being a mom. She and . her husband, Todd, 
enjoy their family time 
- they go camping and even 
fishing sometimes. Patten 
enjoys being a stay-at-home 
mom for Asher, 8, Sienna, 6, 
Sydney, 3, and her 210 other 
children. 
Wait a minute ... some-
thing is not right here. 
Patten, on top of being a 
mom for her three kids, is 
the caretaker for 210 boys 
who come from 210 differ-
ent homes with 210 differ-
ent rules and 210 different 
moms. While at Harding, 
they live in her home, fol-
low her rules and call her 
"General Patten." It's what 
being the Allen dorm mom 
is all about. 
Four years ago when the 
Patten family moved to 
Searcy, Patten set her sights 
on becoming a dorm mom. 
She said it was a service she 
thought God was calling her 
to do. 
"I'd like to see these 
guys matu re in the 
Lord. My husband and 
I are committed to 
that." 
Felicia Patten 
Allen dorm mom 
"I knew we would be 
dorm parents," Patten said. 
"I just didn't know when and 
where." 
Patten is not a stranger to 
serving. After a semester at 
Sam Houston State Univer-
sity in Texas, Patten opted 
to join a mission training 
program in Lubbock rather 
than continuing with school. 
From there she traveled to 
Kosice, Slovakia, where she 
lived for 18 months. 
Once back in the U.S., 
she earned a B.S. in Bible 
and Ministry from Lubbock 
Christian University and 
began to work in a children's 
home in Lubbock. While 
there, she met her husband, 
who was an administrator at 
Home lmprov-ment 
the home. 
The family moved to 
Searcy when Todd Patten 
began teaching at Harding; 
he know pursues graduate 
studies in Memphis. 
Felicia Patten had never 
been around Harding before, 
though her older sister had 
attended. Todd Patten had 
also graduated from Hard-
ing. She said though she was 
new to Searcy, she knew she 
wanted to be a dorm mom 
when openings started ap-
pearing. 
"No one knew who I 
was," Felicia Patten said, 
"and they had people in 
mind," 
Felicia Patten said as her 
husband's studies took off, 
she soon realized she should 
put her plans to be a dorm 
mom on hold. His gradu-
ate studies were consuming 
more time than either of 
them had expected. Howev-
er, she didn't forget her goal. 
"I just began to pray 
about it," Felicia Patten said. 
"I let it go and asked the 
Lord to make the timing 
right." 
Finally, with Todd 
Patten's studies nearly over 
the two began to look into 
becoming dorm parents. 
After a series of interviews 
with Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents Zach Neal, they were 
offered the job. 
"I think they were sur-
prised I was interested in 
Allen," Felicia Patten said. 
"It has a reputation." 
In the middle of]uly, the 
entire family moved into 
Allen. Felicia Patten then 
began training with deans 
and fellow dorm managers. 
She had to get a handle on 
her responsibilities as well as 
how to deal with a variety of 
situations. 
"I am learning a lot from 
the other dorm managers," 
Felicia Patten said. "It's not 
just a 'stay-with-your-kids' 
job; it's a full-time job." 
Felicia Patten was in-
volved with training the resi-
dent assistants who would 
be working for her. The RAs 
arrived in August before 
classes began. She said she 
enjoyed getting to know how 
they each operated. 
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Members of the comedy group, "Mission Improvable" amuse the audience with their silly antics on August 26 in the Administration 
Auditorium. • 
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"It's neat, because when 
I was in school I wanted 
to be a basketball coach," 
Felicia Patten said. "Well, 
that didn't happen. I feel 
blessed because I feel like 
)'m doing a little bit of that 
now. I enjoy getting a group 
of eight diverse guys to work 
together." 
She said the first few 
weeks have been a challenge 
to her. There are a few things 
training just can't prepare 
one for. 
"It's definitely been an 
adjustment for [my family] 
because I have to be up each 
night at curfew," Felicia Pat-
ten said. "It's different living 
with 200 boys; I've never 
done that before." 
Felecia Patten oversees 
the maintenance of the 
facility with the help of 
Physical Resources and 
Aramark, which cleans the 
dorm's public areas. Utilizing 
her team of eight RAs, she 
coordinates communication 
between Harding and stu-
dents. However, one of her 
main responsibilities include 
making sure each resident is 
where he says he will be. 
"I don't deal with a lot of 
discipline, but I do a lot of 
investigation," Felicia Patten 
said. 
She said that, overall, 
she feels she is in the right 
place. 
She said she appreciates 
being able to be with her 
kids while on the job, as well 
as being on campus. 
"I knew it would be fun, 
but I didn't think it would be 
this great," she said. "There 
are a lot of cool guys here." 
Felicia Patten said she 
still has a lot to learn as the 
year goes on, but she has 
guidance from fellow dorm 
managers who are friends. 
For her time here, she 
said she hopes she is able to 
make a difference in the lives 
of those that live in Allen 
- she hopes her guys end 
up on the winning team. 
"I'd like to see these guys 
mature in the Lord," Felicia 
Patten said. "My husband 
and I are committed to that. 
I realize we won't impact 
every one of them, but we 
want to be there for them." 
Sudoku 
1 4 7 
2 3 4 
9 1 6 
2 7 
5 3 4 9 
9 7 1 8 4 
2 
3 1 
5 2 3 8 
Five Times· 
August Returns 
By ROBBY CARRIGER 
student reporter 
"So where did this come 
from? Did I find a new 
home? Did I finally see 
what I was waiting for? And 
where did my heart go when 
I wrote the song slow? Did I 
finally see what I was wait-
ing for?" 
These are the lyrics to the 
hit song "Beautiful Girls" by 
indie music star Five T imes 
August, and the new home 
he speaks of may be Harding 
University. For the second 
consecutive year, Five Times 
August, 24-year-old Brad 
Skistimas' solo project, will 
perform at Harding, this 
time as the headliner of the 
Sept. 19 show to be held in the 
Benson auditorium as part of 
Bison Daze. 
Harding students may re-
member Five Times August as 
the opening act for Mat Kearny 
last fall. The unsigned record-
ing artist responsible for more 
than 100,000 online downloads 
was virtually unknown when he 
made his 2007 appearance, but 
was received warmly and left 
many students wanting more. 
"I had never heard of Five 
Times August until the Mat 
Kearny concert last year," senior 
Kelly Parker said. "After the 
concert, I went to Wal-Mart 
and bought his CD. I am so ex-
cited to find out he is perform-
ing here again." 
Many students said they 
were surprised to hear Five 
Times August was invited back 
so shortly after performing on 
campus. Typically, music acts 
are not invited back for at least 
a couple years to maintain a 
variety in performers. Campus 
Life Director Cory McEntyre 
said much of the reason for the 
return is due to the reception 
last year's audience gave the 
artist. 
"His interaction with the 
audience was great, and he fits 
in well with the student body," 
McEntyre said. "He didn't get 
to play long last year, so we 
wanted to see what he could 
do with the chance to be the 
featured act" 
McEntyre also said the 
Campus Activities Board felt 
the audience liked Five Times 
August much more after 
seeing him perform and had 
been told by many they would 
like to see him again. 
"I have never seen Five 
Times August perform, but 
after hearing all the good 
things from last year I'm defi-
nitely not going to miss this 
one," senior Randall Dolan 
said. 
Five Times August will 
likely play many songs from 
his new album "Brighter 
Side," which is in stores now. 
Tickets are S5 or free with 
"The Pass." 
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Breaking Down Walls of Misunderstanding 
Students spend summer recording Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
By JORDAN BAILEY 
student reporter 
"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry 
and narrow-mindedness, and many of 
our people need it sorely on these ac-
counts. Broad, wholesome, charitable 
views of men and things cannot be ac-
quired by vegetating in one little corner 
of the earth all one's lifetime," - Mark 
Twain. 
"Just keep loving them, and they can't 
stand it too long ... And by the power of 
your love they will break down under the 
load. That's love, you see. It is redemp-
tive, and this is why Jesus says love." 
-Martin Luther King Jr. 
"It remains an experience of incom-
parable value that we have for once 
learnt to see the great events of world 
history from below, from the perspective 
of the outcasts, the suspects, the mal-
treated, the powerless, the oppressed and 
reviled, in short, from the perspective of 
the suffering." -Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
"But I tell you who hear me: Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate 
"J you. - esus 
Harding students Adam Clement and 
Jonathan McRay pondered these quota-
tions as they lived in the West Bank this 
summer. Grappling with the subjects 
of peace and human suffering, McRay, 
Clement and Sean Boehrig, a Harding 
alumnus, traveled to the Middle East 
this summer to work "vith the Palestin-
ian Medical Relief Society as journalists 
for the media branch of that organiza-
tion. 
Knowledge concerning the history 
of Israel and Palestine is necessary to 
understand the motivation behind these 
students' summers overseas. McRay, an 
English major, and Clement, a general 
studies major, chose to insert themselves 
into the story of Palestinian oppression 
that began 60 years ago with the declara-
tion of Israel as an independent nation. 
In 1948, the United Nations sepa-
rated the territory known as the British 
Mandate of Palestine, home to approxi-
mately 700,000 Palestinians, into Israel 
and Palestine. Fifty four percent of the 
land was granted to Israel, and the rest 
was allotted to Palestine. Since that time, 
Israel has requisitioned more land from 
what originally belonged to Palestine. 
The establishment of this new state, the 
nation ofisrael, caused the Nakba, or 
"catastrophe" in Arabic. 
"You can't understand the Israeli 
perspective "vithout understanding the 
Holocaust, and you can't understand the 
Palestinian perspective without under-
standing the Nakba,"McRay said. 
Many Palestinians fled or were forcibly 
evacuated - and some were massacred 
- as Jews returned to the Middle East, 
and this time of dislocation and war is 
what is referred to as the Nakba. The 
establishment oflsrael as a state and the 
subsequent upheaval contributed to the 
immense number of Palestinian refugees. 
"Injustice being done to you is not an 
excuse to do it to someone 
else," McRay said. "The 
Holocaust was 
despicable, but 
it's not an 
Two out of every five refugees world-
wide are Palestinian, and 4.6 million Pal-
estinian refugees are currently registered 
with the UN. This large number requires 
a separate branch of the U.N. called 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the 
Near East or UNRWA. 
M cRay had previously spent time 
in the region because of his family's 
involvement and had written for the 
Palestine Monitor, an online newspaper 
dedicated to telling the unheard stories 
of Palestinians. He informed Boeh rig 
and Clement of the situation, and they 
were immediately interested in traveling 
to the area. 
Clement said he felt called to the 
West Bank after researching the Pales-
tinian situation for a paper he wrote in 
Dr. Monte Cox's Seminar in Missions 
class. His paper compared the current 
conflict between Israel and Palestine to 
the Roman oppression of Jews during 
the time of Christ. All three men agreed 
to write for the Palestine Monitor and 
live in the area writing stories, observing 
the situation and attending protests. 
"I took this feeble leap of faith, and I 
just fell into the hands of God's people," 
Clement said. "It was like I was going 
into the place of the enemy, and then I 
found out that who I thought was the 
enemy was actually like family." 
The current crisis benveen Palestin-
ians and Israelis centers on the Israeli de-
cision to illegally build a separation wall 
between the two nations. Eighty percent 
of the wall is being constructed on Pales-
tinian land, further displacing people in 
villages along the border and destroying 
olive trees. The UN and International 
Court of Justice have declared it illegal. 
Building a separation wall on Israeli 
soil would be an offensive yet acceptable 
situation, but building the wall on the 
minimal land-Palestine claims sparks 
conflict. Clement compared the situation 
to the United States deciding to build 
a wall along the border of Mexico and 
annexing a 60-mile strip ofland to begin 
construction. 
Palestinian protesh against the wall 
occur weekly on Fridays, the Muslim 
holy day, and all three Harding students 
observed these nonviolent protests, most 
of which ended in violence. 
The protests or demonstrations begin 
with a call to prayer, and then groups of 
people including internat1ona1S, Palestin-
ians and Israelis who l:ielieve theu 
nation is acting unjustly march 
with signs and flags to the 
site where the wall ts under 
construction. After approxi-
mately 10 to 15 minutes 
1 
"It was like I was going into the 
place of the enemy, and then 
I found out ... the enemy was 
actually like family." 
i\dam Clemem, 
senior 
of chanting, the Israeli army responds 
with tear gas grenades and rubber bul-
lets. 
"When you get hit with tear gas, it 
feels like somebody is rubbing the inside 
of your throat with sandpaper," McRay 
said. "Your eyes are just bleeding water, 
and you're drooling uncontrollably." 
These attacks not only injure people 
but also spark fires that consume the 
dry Palestinian hillsides and olive trees. 
All three journalists experienced this 
repetitive cycle of events throughout the 
summer. 
One particular Friday, the protesters 
waited until sundown at the beginning 
of Shabbat, the Jewish holy day. The 
purposeful disruption of the Jewish meal 
by banging on pots and pans was meant 
to symbolize the disruption the Israeli 
occupation and the wall are causing in 
the lives of Palestinians. 
Daily life in the middle of this 
conflict holds ironic examples of hatred 
in the name of religious conviction. 
Even Israeli civilians are involved in 
the violent attitude, and McRay said he 
wondered about the worldview children 
are developing when fathers walk around 
with an M-16 and a prayer shawl. 
"Settlers are encouraged to carry 
M-16s, and so you'll see a man and his 
wife pushing a stroller, and they'll walk 
past you, and he's got an M-16 on his 
back and an ammo clip on his belt," 
Clement said. 
Palestinians acted hospitably to both 
McRay and Clement, and Clement had 
an opportunity in his first two weeks to 
live in a village with a family and distrib-
ute medical supplies to people. 
"The only time I ever saw a Palestin-
ian raise his voice was when they were 
fighting over whose house I was going to 
stay at that night," Clement said. ''Hos-
pitality is such an honor to them." 
Although the religion of everyone 
they worked with was either secular-
ism or Islam, they considered their time 
spent there a mission trip. 
"We have this strange point of 
view that the kingdom of God is 
limited to Christians, and a cer-
tain type of Christian," Mc.Ray 
said. "There. the kingdom of 
God is being lived out by 
people. You can sec it when 
Israelis and Palestmians arc 
having dinner together." 
Both McRay and 
Clement said they 
hoped to tear down 
stereotypes, seek 
justke and be 
peacemakers.~°"' 
that they are back at 
Harding, they said 
they hope to edu-
cate people about 
the oppression of Palestinians without 
promoting the Palestinian nation over 
Israel. 
"A Palestinian Christian friend of 
ours said that he does not want the U.S. 
to be pro-Palestinian,"McRay said. 
"What I want them to be is pro-justice 
and pro-equity." 
Both McRay and Clement said their 
mission is not about demonizing Israelis, 
because even several Israelis are protest-
ing Israel's injustice and are fighting for 
the rights of Palestinians. McRay and 
Clement believe there is a separation be-
tween people and their government, and 
that there are good peuple on both sides 
of this conflict along with people caught 
in a cycle of hate. 
"It's our responsibility to turn up the 
voices of those who have been drowned 
out," McRay said. "It wasn't about us giv-
ing Palestinians a voice because they can 
speak for themselves." 
They had an opportunity to meet 
several people who are providing hope 
and transformation through their work 
with teenagers and children. 
One friend runs a retreat pro-
gram for teenagers in the interest of 
"musalaha," which means reconcilia-
tion in Arabic. 
McRay wrote a story about another 
individual providing hope: a Palestinian 
Christian runs a facility for developmen-
tally disabled children near Bethlehem. 
Although these examples emphasize 
hope, many Palestinians have little hope 
that anything will change or that peace 
c~ be accomplished. 
Clement compared the situation to 
a 6-year-old throwing a rock at a heav-
ily armed soldier, illustrating the irony 
embedded in the constant struggle 
of Palestinians against the Israeli 
government. He said peace and hope 
are words lacking meaning to people 
caught in this struggle for their entire 
lives. 
Many Israeli soldiers are refusing to 
serve in the West Bank and going to 
prison because of their convictions. There 
are people on both sides of the conflict 
struggling to live morally. 
After leaving the West Bank, McRay 
and Clement spent time backpacking 
and met the Harding group from Greece 
on the Sea of Galilee. They said they felt 
burdened because they could leave while 
their friends were trapped. 
"They said, 'The West Bank is a cage, 
and we are birds. You fly to one side, you 
hit the cage; you fly to the other side, 
you hit the cage, and all you can do is fly 
back and forth, m Clement said. 
'McRay and Cle~t said they plan 
tc>share some of their experiences in 
a p~tation later this semester in 
-con~ction with Dr. Jeffrey Hopper, the 
Deall ~:If the Honors College, and more 
1nforination on the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict can be found at www.palestine-' 
monitor.org. 
"I think one of the woJSt things we 
can do is just ~ 1hac this is the way 
the world is and ®t dcunything about 
it,"McRay said. 
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